Oprelvekin (Neumega), first platelet growth factor for thrombocytopenia.
Oprelvekin decreases the need for platelet transfusion in nontransplant patients receiving myelosuppressive chemotherapy. Until pharmacoeconomics studies determine the most cost-effective strategy for use of oprelvekin, it is likely to be used primarily in patients receiving dose-intensive chemotherapy to maintain the high-dose regimen that may provide a survival advantage for the patient with cancer. Additional product information is available at www.ahp.com/products/neumega.htm.